Recent Books

Healing of Soul, Healing of Body: Spiritual Leaders Unfold the Strength and Solace in Psalms, edited
by Rabbi Simkha Y. Weintraub, CSW, a project of
the Jewish Healing Center (Jewish Lights Publishing, 1994), 128 pp., $14.95.
“The Book of Psalms is a rich treasury of prayer
and reflection for many occasions and situations.
Over the centuries, Jews and people of all faiths have
derived comfort, guidance, reassurance, and catharsis from its 150 chapters, which reflect a wide range
of experience and expression—despair and delight,
horror and hope, fatigue and faith, rejection and renewal.
“The Hasidic master Rabbi Nachman of Breslov
(1772-1810) identified ten psalms as having special
power to bring a true and complete healing: R’fuat
HaGuf (Healing of the Body) and R’fuat HaNefesh
(Healing of the Spirit). Rabbi Nachman designated
these ten psalms the Tikkun HaKlali, the Complete
Remedy” (p. 17).
“Will bring comfort to anyone fortunate enough
to read it. This gentle book is a luminous gem of
wisdom” (Larry Dossey, M.D., author, Healing Words:
The Power of Prayer and the Practice of Medicine).
“As valuable a guide to the psalms as it is a guide
through our times of trouble” (Sherwin Nuland,
M.D., F.A.C.S., Clinical Professor of Surgery at Yale
School of Medicine, author of How We Die).
The editor Rabbi Simkha Y. Weintraub, CSW,
serves as Program Consultant to the Jewish Healing Center. Ordained at the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America, he is Director of Public Affairs for the New Israel Fund and maintains a private practice in Couples and Family Therapy in
New York City.
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Halakhic Man, by Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik,
translated by Lawrence Kaplan (The Jewish Publication Society, 1991), 164 pp., $15.95.
The classic work of modern Jewish and religious
thought by this century’s preeminent orthodox Jewish theologian and Talmudic scholar.
Halakhic Man is a unique, almost unclassifiable
work; its pages include a brilliant exposition of
Lithuanian religiosity, with its emphasis on Talmudism; a profound excursion into religious psychology
and phenomenology; a pioneering attempt at a philosophy of Halakhah; a stringent critique of mysticism and romantic religion—all held together by the
force of the author’s highly personal vision.
Exuding intellectual sophistication and touching
upon issues fundamental to religious life, Rabbi
Soloveitchik’s exploration seeks to explain the inner
world of the Talmudist—or as he is referred to typologically, halakhic man—in terms drawn from
Western culture.
Removing Anti-Judaism from the Pulpit, edited
by Howard Clark Kee and Irvin J. Borowsky (American Interfaith Institute/Continuum, 1996), 136 pp.,
$19.95.
The worst pogroms in Europe occurred on religious holidays, specifically around Good Friday and
Easter Sunday. References to the Jewish participation in the Crucifixion presented from the pulpit
were the foundation for these hideous attacks. Removing Anti-Judaism from the Pulpit is the first book
discussing how to remove these inaccurate charges
written by a distinguished group of Catholic and
Protestant scholars and clergy.

The essays which appear in this volume are of two
types: (1) those which address the historical and interpretive issues and assumptions which have fostered anti-Judaism; and (2) examples of sermons
which address this issue. The aim of both types is

to heighten sensitivity to the issue of anti-Judaism
in Christian pulpits, and to increase knowledge of
the evidence about Christian origins from Judaism.
Anti-Semitism or, to be more precise, anti-Judaism has been called “the longest hatred.” It has
been fueled over centuries by “the teaching of contempt” from countless Christian pulpits, books,
and pamphlets.
Howard Clark Kee is Professor of Biblical Studies Emeritus at Boston University and Irvin J.
Borowsky is Chairman of the American Interfaith
Institute and the World Alliance of Interfaith Organizations.
Jewish Women in Greco-Roman Palestine, by Tal
Ilan (Hendrickson Publishers, 1996), 270 pp.,
$19.95.
This study explores the real—as against the
ideal—social, political, and religious status of
women in Palestinian Judaism of Hellenistic and
Roman periods. This investigation concludes that
extreme religious groups in Judaism of the period
influenced other groups, classes, and factions to
tighten their control of women. They also encouraged an understanding of ideal relationships between
men and women, represented in the literature and
the legal codes of the time, that required increasing
chastity. Despite this, the lives of real women and
their relationships to men continued to be varied
and nuanced.
This book integrates both Jewish and Early Christian sources together with a feminist critique. It is
the most comprehensive work of this sort published
thus far and offers a vast repository of relevant material, as well as a fresh interpretation.

Tal Ilan received her Ph.D. from Hebrew University, Jerusalem. She was Visiting Lecturer at
Harvard University, 1992-93, was Visiting Profes-

sor at Yale University, 1995, and is presently Lecturer at the Rothberg School for Overseas Students
at the Hebrew University.

Cultural Anthropology and the Old Testament,
by Thomas Overholt, edited by Gene M. Tucker,
Guides to Biblical Scholarship, Old Testament Series (Fortress Press, 1996), 116 pp., $13.00.
“Anthropology is the study of human beings in
the context of the groups in which they live and interact” (p. 1).
The author lays this definition from which he develops a view of biblical human beings against their
folk background. The result is rich and full of unexpected nuances. For instance, to the clear holistic
view of the biblical human person, the author adds
the dualism views of their neighbors and even some
heterodox Israelites.
Thomas W. Overholt is Professor of Philosophy
at the University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point.
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